29. George Aylmer Bunt
(16.2.1888-9.9.1918)

George was the youngest son of James and Angelina, jeweller of 54 Trafalgar Street St Albans. As a youngster George showed promise as a singer. The family initially attended the local St. Luke’s Anglican church, in spite of Angelina being Methodist, it being strong chorally and for a time George was lead boy soprano there. Before going to fight in World War One as a member of the 3rd New Zealand Rifle Brigade he made his mother a ring.  She left it to her grand daughter, Hazel, whose mother withheld it on the grounds that it was too valuable for her to have.  When she finally did get it and took it to a jeweller for cleaning it was found that instead of being diamonds and rubies, it was set with diamonds and synthetics, apparently a practice common among jewellers of the time.  George  was employed by J. Shier.

Extracts from George’s military record may suggest that he and the army did not get along particularly well.  

Promoted to sergeant 

 19.1.1917

Temporary corporal    
         20.7.1917

Promoted to corporal   
         28.8.1917

Temporary sergeant

 3.11.1917

Reverts to corporal

24.2.1918

	His personal record from the army is for 38863 Sergeant George Aylmer Bunt of the 3rd New Zealand Rifle Brigade. George was killed in action on the 9th of September 1918 and is buried in the Metz-en-Couture cemetery, Cambrai, France (Plot 3, row A, grave 3). The British Extension to the cemetary was begun in April 1917, and used until March, 1918; Plots III (where George lies) and IV were added after the Armistice by the concentration of graves from the immediate area.   
Photo of a young French girl who tended George’s grave, standing behind it
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                                                   Memorial card.
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George was awarded The British War Medal and The Victory Medal.
