Kenneth Duncan Ambrose, 1890 - 1916

Kenneth Ambrose was serving with the New Zealand Machine Gun Corps when he was killed in action near Flers on the Somme in France on 15 September 1916. He was aged 24. He is buried at Thistle Dump Cemetery, High Wood, Longueval, France. 

Born in Wellington on 14 November 1890, his parents were Barbara and John Andrew Ambrose. His father worked in the Lands and Deeds Office. He attended Richmond School and then Christ's College and was a gifted pupil, doing particularly well in French and Latin before passing his matriculation and solicitors' general knowledge at the end of 1908. He went on to Canterbury University College, where he studied law from 1909 to 1913, gaining his degree in November 1913 and qualifying as a solicitor in January 1914.

His first legal job was with the Christchurch firm Garrick, Cowlishaw, Alpers and Nicholls. He left them in March 1914 to take up employment as managing clerk in Westport with Free and Cottrell.

Ambrose was active in the territorial forces and was promoted to the rank of Second Lieutenant in the Westport Garrison Artillery on 30 July 1914. He enlisted on 7 July 1915 and, holding the rank of Second Lieutenant (on probation), was sent to training camp at Trentham. His rank was confirmed on 1 November 1915. He embarked from Wellington on 13 November 1915 with the Second Reinforcements to the First Battalion, New Zealand Rifle Brigade. They arrived in Suez, Egypt on 18 December 1915.

Ambrose was transferred to Number 3 Company of the Machine Gun Corps on 9 March 1916 and his unit left for France from Egypt on 6 April 1916. On 15 September 1916 Second Lieutenant Ambrose was killed early in the morning in fighting near the village of Flers on the Somme, France. He was in charge of reserve guns which were to give covering fire during the opening offensive of the third phase of the First Battle of the Somme. While moving forward, the reserve guns were caught in an enemy barrage and Ambrose was mortally wounded, dying a short time after.

His name is on the bronze plaque in the Canterbury Law Library with the names of Canterbury lawyers killed during the war. Ambrose is also remembered on the Westport War Memorial, which was unveiled on 3 June 1922. Unfortunately there are mistakes on both memorials with his initials.
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