Stanley HOLMES
Born 15 August 1913, Whangarei.

Sgt Holmes was born in Whangarei.  He was a pupil of Hora Hora School and the Whangarei High School, and except for several years, as a child, spent in Central America, lived all his life in this city.  A prominent and popular figure in Whangarei sporting circles, notably cricket and tennis, he was well-known both in Whangarei and Kaikohe districts.  At the time of enlistment, he was employed as secretary to the Northern Tyre Company, Whangarei.

Sgt HOLMES joined the RNZAF shortly after the outbreak of war, and after undergoing a period of training in NZ, sailed overseas in July 1941.  Completing his training in Canada and Great Britain, he was posted to Bomber Command as an observer-navigator, and took part in many bombing and mine-laying missions over enemy territory, flying first in Wellingtons, and latterly in the giant Lancaster and Stirling machines.

The following is adapted from information sent to his mother Mrs E.M. Holmes, 
43 Kauika Road, Whangarei:    (The property is now 47 Kauika Rd).

From the RNZAF headquarters in Wellington.

     Jan 1940

Applied for enlistment in aircrew.

22 Dec 1940

Was enlisted at the Initial Training Wing, Levin, and

09 Feb 1941

posted to No 4 Elementary Flying Training School, Whenuapai, to commence his flying training.  This was terminated during March and 

early in June 1941
he was reposted to Levin  then 

22 July 1941

Sailed from Auckland on the “Dominion Monarch”.  Embarked for Canada, to train under the Empire Air Training Scheme.  Shortly after arrival in Canada,

18 Aug 1941

he was posted to No. 10 Air Observers School, Chatham, New Brunswick, then

9 Nov 1941

to No. 6 Bombing and Gunnery School, Mountain View, Ontario, where, on 20 Dec 1941, he was awarded the Air Observer’s badge and promoted to the rank of Sergeant.

5 days Christmas leave:
Visited Niagara Falls, Toronto, New York, Washington etc.. (see photos).  They were taken around by a New York businessman.

29 Dec 1941

He proceeded to No. 2 Air Navigation School, Pennfield Ridge, and at the termination of the course on the

24 Jan 1942

was awarded the Air Navigator’s badge, afterwards being posted to No. 1 “Y” Depot, Halifax, Nova Scotia, for embarkation to the United Kingdom.




Billeted “Majestic Hotel”, Harrogate at some point in 1942.

10 March 1942

Sergeant Holmes arrived at No. 3 Personnel Reception Centre, Bournemouth, (billeted Bath-Hill Court Flats), and remained there until posted, on

12 May 1942
to No. 9 Air Observers School, Penrhos, Wales.  Billets at Llanbedrog.

07 July 1942

He then proceeded to No. 11 Operational Training Unit, Bassingbourn, Hertford shire, for crewing up and completion of his training on Wellington bomber aircraft.  Billets at Kneesworth Hall, Bassingbourn.

During October 1942
he converted to Stirling aircraft at No. 1657 Conversion Unit, Stradishall, Suffolk, and was then posted in

late November 1942
to No. 218 (Gold Coast) Squadron, Downham Market, Norfolk.  From this base as Navigator of Stirling bomber aircraft he took part in two operational flights to targets in enemy territory, one being a sea mining sortie off the Frisian Islands.  

17/18 Dec 1942

Sergeant Holmes was the Navigator of a Stirling bomber aircraft engaged during the night of the 17/18th December 1942, in an attack on the target of Fallersleben (or Sellarsleben?) in Germany.  The aircraft failed to return to its base and all the crew including Sergeant Holmes were classified as missing.  Later, information was received from an official German source through the International Red Cross, that he had lost his life and in consequence he was reclassified to missing believed killed in action.  Subsequent information from the same source disclosed that his body had been washed ashore near Texel, Holland, and he was buried in the Cemetery of Den Burg, Texel, Holland.  In due course his death was officially presumed to have occurred on the 17th December 1942.

17 Dec 1942

Killed in action.  Aged 29.  

276 hours as Navigator.

RNZAF  405274

Jan/Feb 1943:

Reported ‘missing’.

Later:


Changed to ‘killed in action’.

During Stanley’s time in England he visited London, Cambridge, and other places, and took many photos, which we (the family) have.

May not be relevant:  (North Shore Times Advertiser, Tues Sept 29, 1998, page 5).

During WW II almost 7000 young New Zealanders went to Canada to train as airmen.  Almost a third never made it home.  Four countries sent airmen to train in Winnipeg under the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan: New Zealand, Canada, Australia and Britain.  103,000 airmen.

Information from the Island of Texel:
From 

Bram van Dijk,

(dated 3 Oct 1998).

Kotterstraat 15, 

1794 BD Oosterend, 

Texel, 

HOLLAND

Photo of the Short Stirling on the Texel beach, marked 17-12-42, which came from the German family of a man who was serving on Texel in wartime.  This photo is evidence that the crash happened close by Texel.  The aircraft with its bomb load, it was outward-bound, and maybe exploded in the air, and some parts came on the Texel beach.

On the same day as the crashing of the Stirling BF403, a half hour before at 18.45 there crashed on Texel the Lancaster W4126 KM-B, from which 6 men died and one jumped out and was a prisoner-of-war.  Of this crash there are also photos from the same source.  Because 7 men died on the same day, for a long time it was thought that these were all from the aircraft W 4126.

Municipal Hall archives on Texel show that S. Holmes was found at 15.25 on the 21 Dec 1942, by kilometer pole 30 (close by the North point of Texel Island) after washing ashore.  He was buried on 22 Dec 1942.

Bomber Command Losses 1942 on page 280:

218 Squadron

Stirling I BF403 HA-R

Op:  Fallersleben

F/l LC Shepherd RNZAF
T/O 1802 Downham marked (sic).

Sgt CM Taylor

Sgt S Holmes RNZAF

Sgt AJC Lavers

Sgt JNC Hornidge RCAF

Sgt AF Copplestone 

Sgt G Price
T/O 1802 Downham market.  Hit by Kriegsmarine Flak and crashed 19.15 into the sea between Den Helder and Texel.  F/S Shepherd RNZAF lies in Bergen op Zoom War Cemetery;  Sgt Holmes RNZAF is buried in Den Burg General Cemetery, while the others have no known graves.

