Harold Dodds, Pharmacist
Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of New Zealand
Killed in World War 1

This update was prepared by Euan Galloway in January 2024. euan.galloway@a.co.nz
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This brass plaque currently hanging on the wall of the Board Room of the
Pharmaceutical Society of New Zealand office, 16 Willis Street, Wellington reads:

1914 - 1918

IN HONOURED MEMORY OF:

CORBETT, Eric
DODDS, H.B.
GODDARD, D.
McHARDIE, C.J.
RHODES, V.
SHARLAND, F.J.
BIRD, J.S.
GIVEN, W
INGLE, W.J.

Members of the Pharmaceutical Society of New Zealand.

They died in that full splendour of heroic pride that we might live.

"HAIL! AND FAREWELL"

The quotation "Hail! And farewell to those who died in that full splendour of heroic pride,
that we might live" comes from John Oxenham's book of poems All's Well!
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The 1921 Annual Report of the Pharmacy Board of New Zealand records:

Honours Board

"A handsome brass plate on an oak mount was erected in the Board Room of the Pharmacy
Board of New Zealand at 41 Ballance Street, Wellington giving the names of the ten
registered chemists who lost their lives on War Service during World War 1. The unveiling
ceremony was performed by Mr R.R. Parnham, a member of the Board and himself a
returned soldier. The unveiling was done in the presence of a gathering of Chemists from
all parts of the Dominion."



HAROLD DODDS

Harold Binnie DODDS of Port Chalmers, Dunedin commenced a 4-year apprenticeship on
1 June 1906, indentured to his pharmacist father Nicholas Dodds at 6 George Street.
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Harold sat and passed the 49" standard examination of the Pharmacy Board in October

1909 and after reaching the required age of 21 years registered as a pharmacist on 10
February 1911, registration number 925.
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Dodds Pharmacy, 6 George Street, Port Chalmers

Advertisement published in the Otago Daily Times of 17 December 1906 on behalf of
N. Dodds, Chemist of Port Chalmers where Harold was undertaking his apprenticeship.

3

h]u } g - el qn |

| e



Harold was born 31 December 1889, the son of Nicholas and Christine Dodds, of Grey
Street, and later George Street, Port Chalmers, Dunedin. In some army documents his
middle name is misspelt Bennie. Binnie was his mother’'s maiden name.

He was a cousin of Douglas Scott Dodds who registered in 1924 #1283 and later owned a
pharmacy in Merivale, Christchurch, for many years and was a stalwart of the Canterbury
pharmacy profession. Their grandfather George Fawcet Dodds was also a pharmacist
#222 on the New Zealand Register (emigrating in 1877 to Port Chalmers from Kelso in
Scotland) as were their fathers Nicholas #307 and John Scott #384 Dodds.

Harold was a student at Port Chalmers District High School, then in September 1904 at the
age of 14 years 9 months he enrolled at Otago Boys High School in Dunedin. He left during
the first term of 1906 to commence his apprenticeship in his father's Port Chalmers
pharmacy. He was a good shot with the rifle and represented Otago Boys’ High in the 1905
New Zealand Secondary Schools of the Empire Match. The team was placed 4" behind
Wellington College, Auckland Grammar and Rangiora High.

During his apprenticeship Harold served his compulsory military training with the Port
Chalmers Naval Artillery Volunteers together with his father, who was a Major in the unit.

After his registration as a pharmacist in February 1911, the Register of Pharmaceutical
Chemists recorded his address in January 1912 as Port Chalmers, in January 1913 as
Wanganui, in January 1914 as Port Chalmers and in January 1915 as Otautau, Southland.

In July 1914 Harold purchased the Otautau Pharmacy from Francis King. His
advertisement stated that he had eight years experience (including his apprenticeship) in
different businesses in New Zealand — and that gave him sufficient recommendation as to
his ability to compound prescriptions properly!

H, B. DODDS,

Chemist and Druggist,
OTAUTAU. ‘

ANNOUNCEMENT.

I beg to announce to the residents of
Otautau and surrounding districts that I
have recently taken over the business form-
erly owned by Mr F. B. King. Eight years'
experience in different businesses in New
Zoealand is sufficient rcecommendation as to
my ability to_compound your prescriptions
properly.

1 will always carry in etock a complete
line of Puescription Pharmaceuticals, Suad-
ries, Toilet Articles, Rubber Goods, Medicinal
Wines, and all other articles usually found
in a first-class Pharmaey.

I will appreciate your patronage, and ,as-
sure you high-class Drugs at prevailing
prices with efficient service and courteous Otautau Standard and Wallace County Chronicle

treatment. Hoping to merit your patronage. 28 July 1914 page 4
I am, yours truly, -

HAROLD B. DODDS.




The last pharmacy he worked in prior to his enlistment in December 1915 was that of his
father Mr Nicholas Dodds, Chemist of Port Chalmers.

Private Dodds enlisted on 17 December 1915,
service number 23475. His address on
enlistment was his parents address Grey
Street, Port Chalmers, Dunedin.

He left New Zealand on 27 May 1916 with the
13" Reinforcements on board the Troopship
Tofua (HMNZT 55).

On 29 July 1916 as an infantry soldier he marched into Sling Camp on the Salisbury Plain,
England and was posted to the 1t Battalion of the Otago Infantry Regiment. Two weeks
later he left for the NZ Base Depot in Etaples, France and on 24 August 1916 he joined the
8" (Southland) Company of the 1t Otago Battalion at Abbeville, preparing for their
participation in the Battle of the Somme beginning 15 September 1916.

Near the end of Otago's involvement in that battle Harold fell sick with enteritis
(inflammation of the intestine, usually accompanied by diarrhoea). He was admitted first to
the 15" and then to the 38" Casualty Clearing Station on 27 September 1916. From there
he was moved by ambulance-train to the No. 6 (British) General Hospital at Rouen, France.
A week later he was evacuated on the New Zealand Hospital Ship Maheno to the No. 1
(New Zealand) General Hospital at Brockenhurst near Southampton, England. A month
later on 4 November 1916 he was well enough to be transferred to the Convalescent Depot
at Codford, near Salsbury.

After two months he was judged fit to return to the war and on 15 January 1917 marched
into Sling Camp for further training. On 3 March 1917 he moved on to the NZ Base Depot
in Etaples, France and on 25 May 1917 rejoined his unit in time for the Battle of Messines.
After this he was detached to the 3™ Field Company of the New Zealand Engineers from 21
July to 18 August 1917, then returned to the 15 Battalion of the Otago Infantry Regiment.

Aged 24 Private Harold Dodds was killed in action on 12 October 1917 during the battle for
Bellevue Spur at Passchendaele, Ypres, Belgium. His unit, the 1% Otagos did not fight in
the successful preliminary Battle of Broodseinde on 4 October 1917 to seize Gravenstafel
Spur, rather they remained behind in the brigade reserve area in case of enemy counter-
attack. But a week later they were thrown into the tragic attack on Bellevue Spur to support
the capture of the village Passchendaele. It was a disaster. Continual rain and poor
drainage had turned the ground into a quagmire, shell holes filled with water and the
battlefield degenerated into a muddy bog almost impossible to cross. The artillery guns
were unstable in the mud and their fire inaccurate, failing to effectively cut the enemy
barbed wire or destroy their concrete pillboxes from where machine guns slaughtered the
advancing Kiwis, who failed to reach their objective.

Harold was one of 846 New Zealand soldiers who were killed on that Flanders field that
day. He has no known grave, but his life is commemorated on Panel 3 of the New Zealand
Apse of the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing at Zonnebeke, Belgium.



Euan Galloway at the inscription for pharmacist Harold Dodds
in the New Zealand Apse of the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing, Zonnebeke, Belgium April 2015
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Tyne Cot Cemetery viewed from the Memorial to the Missing — 11,900 graves, 35,000 names
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Private Dodds is remembered on the Port Chalmers War Memorial:

GREAT WAR

1914 - 1918

AITKEN W HAYRM
ANDERSON A HOCKLEYBC
ANGUS H HORNBY A
ATHFIELD D HORNBY W
ATHFIELDEW HUGHES A
BARKER C ISBISTER W
BASNAN C JACKTH
BAUCHOP A JAMIESON M
BEAGLEY G JOHNSON J N
BELLTA JONESAE
BURT A KAY A
CAMERON J KAYRW
DIMBLERH KEENAN J D
DODDSHB KING H
DOVEJJ G LARKINS A

He is also commemorated on the War Memorial Arch at the entrance to Otago Boys’ High
School, Dunedin.




Inscription on the War Memorial Arch at the entrance to Otago Boys’ High School

Also commemorated on the Otautau war memorial.

ANGLHS ]
AL LLAN
AYTON

And on the Invercargill Cenotaph.

VYOO ODDOOU
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

John McCrae, May 1915
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