TROOPER 12887 PETER GEORGE WHITE

Peter White met his death in a hail of machine gun and
small arms fire as he and the 11th North Auckland
Mounted Rifles stormed the heights of Tel EI Saba on
the 31st October 1917.

This ancient City Tel (mound) was overlooking and
protecting the heavily defended positions of the garrison
town of Beersheba.

The Australian Light Horse and the New Zealand
Mounted Rifles had surprised the Turkish defence by
attacking from an unexpected direction, coming out of
the Sinai Desert at Kalhasha to the South. Before the key
fortress Town of Beersheba could be taken, the
protective artillery and machine gun positions of Tel El
Saba had to be removed. The attack by the NZMR took
more hours than expected, but finally there was success
at 1500 hours.

Once conquered the Light Horse where able to charge
the garrison positions in one of the last famous mounted
cavalary attacks of modern warfare.

Trooper 12887 Peter George White enlisted on the 13th
January 1916 and was the son of George and Margaret
White of Masterton. He was employed as an accountant
before enlisting. He obtained the rank of Lance Corporal
in the 19th Reinforcements Mounted Rifles Signal
section before departing New Zealand for Suez on
HMNZT 70, the SS Waihora on the 5th December 1916,
and arrived in Egypt 13th January 1917.

Peter was reduced in rank back to Trooper on arrival, a
normal occurrence for New Zealand appointed NCO's
arriving from training into a War Zone. On the 1st of
May Peter was transferred "In the Field" to the 11th
North Auckland Mounted Rifles.

The 11th led the attack to take Tel El Saba. It was to be a
long hard day, in open rocky country with little cover for
the advance. His Service Record shows below that
Trooper Peter White fell in action and his original grave
site was listed as: 125 degrees from Tel El Saba; 317
degrees from Hill 1180. (Further military reference map
Beersheba 1/20,000 Military Graves at point
0.4.B.2.2.Grave 18) - Later reburied in the CWWGC
Beersheba War Cemetery, Israel, D.6.

Left: 1916 photograph computer colourised by the NZMRA May 2016
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Service form shows Trooper White was posted "In the Field" to the 11th North Auckland Mounted
Rifles on the 1st May 1917.
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